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In some instances, we have suggested grade levels that differ slightly from the publisher's advertised levels. We have done this after careful use or examination of the materials, and the recommendation reflects our judgment of the levels for which the activities described will be most appropriate and successful.
We have made every effort to insure that the prices listed are current. We cannot guarantee them, however, and we urge you to check with distributors before you place an order.
We have included the ISBN (International Standard Book Number), if one was assigned, to help you order commercially distributed materials. Some publishers use different codes, however, so you may want to consult the publisher before you order an item.
The curriculum descriptions in this guide were written by experienced teachers. Each annotation contains a brief overview of the concepts taught and the activities suggested, as well as comments on the overall usefulness of the material. We have not attempted to rate the items, since what is ideal for one setting may not work in another. All, however, have been judged to be supportive of inquiry-based science teaching that fosters understanding of science concepts through hands-on student investigations.
Section II.   Supplementary Resources
There are many kinds of publications that support the teaching of hands-on science. In this section, we provide annotated listings of several additional types of resource materials for teachers.
Science activity books for children to use in school or at home offer enrichment of the curriculum in engaging ways and call for readily available, low-cost materials. Helpful directions and illustrations are usually provided. These books can be found in bookstores or libraries or ordered from the publishers. Some may already be in your school library. Parents may be interested in knowing about these books for home activities.
Books on teaching science provide background material on the subject matter of elementary science and a broad range of pedagogical resources for good science teaching. The books described focus on inquiry-style, hands-on science teaching methods that support the educational philosophy of the NSRC. A selection of science book lists for children is also included, as well as directories of other kinds of resources.
Magazines for children and teachers round out this section of the guide. Some are useful for teachers, some for children, and some for both. Grade levels are indicated. Current subscription prices are given, together with publishers' names and addresses.
Section III.   Sources of Information and Assistance
Educators who are looking for specific kinds of help and advice may want to get in touch with scientific and educational organizations that are working to improve scienceon the title page. When an earlier edition is of historical interest, its date of publication, in parentheses, follows the date of the latest edition. Most publications cited are currently in print; consult the Sources index to locate publishers' addresses. We have also indicated sources for those items that are out of print but worth seeking out. the Smithsonian Institution Press.
